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something, but he means that the
actor is nothing but a human who
is keen on his humanity, and that
the affirmation of humanity that the
actor wishes is nothing but it is just
an outline for the variable human

nature.

It seems that Sami Salah was in-
spired by the idea of a variable hu-
man nature like a chameleon from
two sources, the first: from his con-
templation of human beings in what
they do in an action that appears as
a codification of virtual characters,
meaning that each of us carries out
a continuous process of recording
himself in the geogra p hy of the
world. Sami Salah notices that the
strict manager leaves his strictness
at the door of his work while he may
turn into a “mockery” in front of his
wife at a time when he may seem
like an old fool in his kitchen with
his beautiful maid. That is, a person
constructs himself se v eral times
and all the time and demolishes it as
well according to the situation, con-
text and the presence of people as a
professional swindler, the difference
between him and the professional
swindler is that the latter knows well
what he does while the former trusts
that - despite everything — he is a

respectable person.

The second source from which
Sami Salah inspired his idea was
his reading in the popular biogra-
phy and his awareness that the
sermon chanter performs several
performances of several personal-
ities at the same time, the chanter
can play the role of Al-Zinati Khalifa
and Abu Zaid Al-Hilali as well, and
Sami Salah noticed that he - in the
popular performance square - is
closely resembling the personality
of the Egyptian storyteller by nature.
Egyptians tend to adopt charac-
ters related to the story, while they
change their voices according to the
character they are talking about, and
they sometimes change their voices
to suggest that they are adopting
one’s position against the position of
the other. This path of thinking has
revealed the many and endless pos-

sibilities within the human self.

Whether this or that source or both
was the inspiration for Sami Salah, it
prompted him to adopt the cognitive
dimension in the art of acting as a
first step, while some preferred to
begin and finish with the technical
dimension, and therefore it can be
said that the actor’s training strat-

Prof. Salah with his students

D

- Inside the training rooms, Sami
Salah was helping his pupils to dis-

cover themselves.

egy for Sami Salah has two levels,
the first of which is cognitive aiming
to discover The character that has
to be represented within the same
actor. Of course, it may be useful to
try to read the drama to understand
the character, but this happens -
according to Sami Salah - with the
aim of discovering that the actor’s
self has a potential existing for the
character, meaning that Lawrence
Olivier will discover that Hamlet ex-
ists inside himself as an actor and
as a person before he performs this
character, while Ahmed Mazhar is
involved in the nobility of Al-Nasser
Salah EI-Din in the so-called film,
and on the demagoguery and rude-
ness of the train driver in the film

“The Flame of Love”.

Inside the training rooms, Sami

Salah was helping his students to
discover themselves and discover
the existing possibilities which are
not known for them until that time,
and as soon as the actor / student
discovered that he was adopting the
character, Sami Salah would help
him to summon it. This is not due
to the “emotional memory” as men-
tioned by Estanslavsky which Sami
Salah claims that it becomes noto-
rious due to its frequent circulation)
but with its accompaniment, with a

correction of its meaning.

The second level was largely tech-
nical, as the actor begins to become
aware of himself in order to resist
unmeasured impulses that may be
related to his personality and not
the character he wishes to present
on the stage, as well as to resist

the technical cliches that may be
happened because of the actor /
student’s previous admiration with
the performance of a great actor
for the same character, or it may be
caused by practicing a profession
with another director. At this level,
the actor / student should discover
his techniques and create a perfor-
mance map according to what was
previously revealed in the first level
- cognitive — and to be loyal to this

map.

On the other hand, Sami Salah was
correcting the theory of Stanislavsky
- which he maintained his belief in -
it was believed that Stan demands
his actors to express their feelings
that push them to the theatrical
action, while Sami Salah sees that
Stan was starting from the action
and ending with it because Stan is
aware That he was acting in an ar-
tistic theatrical work, Stan was not
naturalist - as it was rumored about
him - but he was technical- accord-
ing to Sami Salah - all that because
there are some of his readers mis-
read his idea of emotional memory
while Sami Salah understood it is
only a catalyst for the action that
- according to him — means every-

thing in the theater.

Finally, Sami Salah has built his
methodology on two principles - in
my opinion - the first is that acting
is a discovery, and the second is
that acting is freedom. For this last
principle, Sami Salah insisted in his
theoretical studies and in his deal-
ings in the training halls that there
is no single correct way in teaching
art, and that the acting coach should
mix the curricula for a simple reason,
which is that those who are trained
are different, and he also insists that
he must -as an acting coach- to
deal with the individuality of each of
those who train them, because each
of them comes to the training room
after forming his personality in the
world, and he has to help them to
discover themselves while address-
ing each of them as if he was the
only one in the world who learns
acting. He, may God have mercy on
him, was flexible in his dealings with
his acting students and in his advice
to the acting teachers that the coach
/ teacher should be very flexible and
deal with the individuals in the path
of knowledge that one of the train-
ees might accept with satisfaction
and another might be terrified just

thinking about it.
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Ghe methodology
of training acting

Expr.

Honorees

Art teaching is

very problematic;
You can teach
chemistry without
being a chemist.
You can also teach
geography without
being a geographer.
You can even teach
philosophy while no
one requires you to
be a philosopher.
Whereas in teaching
arts you are an artist
even if you don’t
want to. The teacher
of the art- in all its
fields - finds himself
involved in what

he teaches. He has
many ambitions,
and if he does not
achieve them for
himself then he
must achieve them
in his students, and

biases that are .
documented even L
before he begins his

training for young

artists, He also has

to face a group of

young people who

are arrogant about

their talents or who

have slipped into the
classroom without

any talent and are

waiting for their

coach to give them

the talent.

he has many artistic ‘ AT

Hatem Hafez

This reading of Sami Salah’s teach-
ing methodology is based on a study
he wrote and presented in his book
“Acting through Trainings” as well
as on two articles he wrote in the
newspaper “Our Theater” entitled
“The Teaching of Acting”, in addition
to the personal experience of the

writer inside the classroom.

Sami Salah establishes his teaching
methodology of acting on the prem-
ise that acting is not learned. You
can visit a driving school, but you
cannot do so if you want to learn
acting. In acting, you have to be an
actor in the first place, you must
have been born as an actor before
you come to the actor’s training hall,
and even if you have a great talent
- you have to enter the actor’s train-
ing hall with humility. Acting is not
taught like driving a car, but - like
driving a car - it requires training,
experience, flexibility, and it also
requires nervous, physical and psy-

chological regulation.

Not only that, but - according to
Sami Salah - everyone should learn
acting, whether they are actors or
not. This is because acting - accord-
ing to him also - is not a technique
but knowledge. To act means to
discover yourself, to dig in yourself

\to approach even the deepest areas

in your personality, even those you
do not wish to have in yourself, and
even those that may terrify you. You
have to act to discover that Cain and
Abel exist in yourself, and also there
are swindlers, fraudsters, saints,
drunkards, gentlemen, tax evaders
and tax officials at the same time.

In his book entitled “The Actor and
the Chameleon”, Sami Salah de-
fines the actor as a chameleon and
he also defines him in his study
for training actor as a “swindler”.
He does not mean that the actor is
a person who lies to illude us with



theatre ?” .. That Question was
the beginning of an introduction
of one of CIFET’s Publications
20 years ago , asked by Prof
. Fawzi Fahmy the founder of
CIFET. This question Now and
after twenty years still on the
top of worries of the theatre art-
ists all over the world.

Dr. Soliman Continued saying
that the live theatre will nev-
er be a past but we must ask
ourselves how is the theatre
going to be develop ? A Part
Of this Answer has been shown
through this huge numbers of
the performances that applied
for CIFET Competitions this
year and the questions will nev-
erend .

Finally , Prof. Abdeldaym and Dr.
Soliman started to Awarding
shields of honor to the festival’s
honorees  Starting with Prof.
Hassan Attia The Theatrical,

The Opening Show

{>\

CIFET is a
Guest on the
Stage of the
National the-
atre Of Egypt
For the first
time In it is
History

literary and film critic in many
Egyptian, Arabic and Spanish
magazines since 1970. and the
professor of drama, criticism,
and theater theory at the Acad-
emy of Arts.

His Widow , Prof. Aida Allam
received the Shield and she
demanded the minster to allow
reprinting all the publications of
the late professor so that the
next theatrical generations can
learn from it .

Also from Egypt there were an
honor to Mansour Mohamed
the Egyptian director, thinker,
and theater theories, who es-
tablished from 1988 until 1991
a school for the art of acting
under the name of Mansour
Mohamed Studio , the director
Sami Taha who was a manag-
er of the theater club troupes
from 1990 to 2005 and direc-
tor of theater administration in

2006 , Dr Sami Salah who was
one of the main pillars in the
renewal of the innovative and
creative teaching methods at
the Higher Institute of Dramat-
ic Arts in Egypt besides adding
many exercises to the curricu-
lum that many of his colleagues
and students followed.

Prof. Abdeldaym and Dr. Soli-
man also Awarded the director
Maya Zbib From Lebanon the
founder of the Zugaq Theater
and the first Arab artist to de-
liver a speech on International
Theater Day at 2018, Milo Rao
the director, author and artisic
director of the Ghent Theater,
Belgium — Switzerland , Nollo
Vaccini the Director and Found-
er of Cantabelli Il Theater - Den-
mark / Italy and finally Bruno
Mesa the French director and
scenography designer, Founder
of Shaman Theater in 1981.
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Events

In the openning of 27th of CIFET

Abd Eldayem : This Exception-
ally Edition of CIFET is express-
ing the will -power of Egypt

“In A Real Challenge to the Extraordinary circumstances that all the
Nations of the whole World Suffers due to the outbreak of Covid-19
Pandemic , this Exceptionally Edition of CIFET Is an Excellent Example
to express the will - power of the Egyptian State and we are here cel-
ebrating a very universal kind of arts that doesn’t belong to one nation
otherwise it belongs to the whole world and | would like to show my
great appreciation to the whole team of CIFET and On the top of them,
Dr Alaa Abd El Aziz . The President of CIFET “ that was a part of the
Egyptian minster of culture word during the Opening Celebration to-

Expr.

night.

Ezzeldin Hafez

e EE——————

On the Stage of The National
Theatre Of Egypt in Attaba / Cai-
ro ,The 27th tournament of of
Cairo international Festival OF
Experimental Theatre is inaugu-
rated by Professor Inas Abd El-
daiem The Egyptian Minster Of
Culture and Dr. Alaa Abd El Aziz
Soliman The CIFET President
and the Professor Of Drama and
Criticism in the Egyptian Acade-
my Of Arts , In the presence of
a number of Egyptian theater
Celebrities and Stars including
“ The lady of Arabian Theatre ,
Samiha Ayoub , Dr . Ashraf Zaki
The President of The Egyptian
Academy Of Arts , Samira Abdel
Aziz , Fardous Abdel Hamid ,
Director Mohamed Fadel , Ehab
Fahmy the Director of National

Egyptian Theatre .
The Celebration Started At 8:00
PM in Cairo Time with a light
short performance called “ Un-

Prof. Alaa Abd El Aziz - President of CIFET

der Observation “ Written by
Ahmed Saad Walli and Ayman
Mady and Directed By Kamal
Attia , Starring A Number of
The Egyptian Higher Institute of
theatrical arts Stars presenting
in a light short scenes A vision
of a little Girl who dreams about
future and wondering about the
right way to grow up . These
Questions Ends with A very
Simple Answer which is “ Work
After the performance , The
Egyptian Famous Actress “
Sawsan Badr “ the Presenter
of the Celebration Started To
Announce The Official Begin-
ning of CIFET with the Word of
Dr. Alaa Abd EL Aziz, the CIFET

President .
In His Word , Dr.Soliman Asked
the Audience “ How Can We
Deal with the technological de-
velopment that threatens the



Breaking through The
boundaries of Safety

In the 10th tournament of the Cairo International Festival for
Experimental Theater, Dr. Fawzi Fahmy - the festival’s pres-
ident at that time - assigned Al -Ahram Foundation A very
important research became An Introduction to the publica-
tions of the 10th tournament of the festival . the number of
the publications reached 19 books . and the whole complete
set of the festival’s publications at that time reached 105
books .. Under the title “Experimentation ...and the differ-
entiation of cultures,” the extent of the global magnitude of
stubbornness and reluctance that experimentation faces
has been exposed by its malfunctioning as it threatened
The boundaries of Safety that was created by the Models of
habitual practices . The research insists on the dilemma of
this practice, from its self-withdrawal and the repetition of
concepts and perceptions that they are absolute constants.
The famous Hungarian critic “Martin Eslien” said in his lec-
ture during one of the festival tournament, in his definition of
Experimentation that it is a state of rioting against the Holy
basics of theatre... And he explained this definition, con-
sidering the Experimentation is the engine that aspires us
towards curiosity and exploration of new worlds that always
offers all of new and exciting.

Between this and that, astonishment and fascination remain
the desired optimal result of all experimental performanc-
es... As many in the beginning of the festival rejected the
idea of the festival in the first place and voices of fear of
emergence of surreal, cubist, absurd festivals and so on..
Ignoring the positive effect of the festival that searches for
a new formula of a dialogue with the audience whose re-
lationship with the Artist had been frozen due to an over-
abundance of purely classical creations... It was time - at
that back then - to open up to the unprecedented visual
development reached by international schools of theatres..
The scene now appears to be a usual moment, even though
it was imposed on everyone... So It is undeniable that the
theatrical creative state is complete only with intimacy and
live interaction between the audience and the actor... But we
are passing today, as the whole world is passing through,
with an exceptional circumstance that imposes a state of
social distancing.. and accordingly The Experimentation and
electronic experimentation has become an urgent necessity
... and getting acquainted with others’ experiences in deal-
ing with the quarantine has become a great gain, especially
since there are experiences that had already met a great
success abroad, including, for example, what a British actor
presented with a stable-time weekly show at his home to
the Internet audience with a paid tickets online.. and many
other innovative experiences that there is no objection to
getting acquainted with it ... as long as they are within the
framework of experimentation and overcoming the condi-
tions of the epidemic and Quarantine .. A little rebellion at
the boundaries of Safety can create a new, more vibrant and
optimistic world that is more interacted with the world.
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